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Next, cut the 1 ¼” hole for overflow on the side of the barrel 2” down from the top edge. 

Turn the barrel back over and unscrew the plastic cap. Place it on a block of wood and drill out the center with the 5/8” spade bit.  This is not pictured here.
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Next assemble the PVC pieces and glue with cement.  Add spigot (use plumber’s tape here) to screw into the plastic cap.  Screw cap and pieces back into the bottom of the barrel and stand it up on your cinder blocks.
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If any plastic pieces got into your barrel, now would be a good time to rinse again and vacuum them out.  

Insert the overflow hose in the side of the barrel.  

Secure screen piece to bottom of downspout adapter with rubber band(s) and insert downspout adapter in top of barrel.  This is the black piece on top of the white barrel.

Insert flexible elbow to attach to downspout (one end fits tighter than the other.)  Do a rain dance.

For more info, check http://www.rainbarrelguide.com/

From the site: Water stored in any kind of container represents a risk for small children. Children can drown in as little just a few inches water. Additionally, animals both wild and domestic may become trapped and drown in your barrels if uncovered. Therefore, you should never use an open container for rainwater collection. Make sure you have some way to cover the barrel with a screen or a top. Standing water is also where mosquitoes breed best. You’ll need to take appropriate measures to deter mosquitoes from breeding in your rain barrels. It only takes about ten days for mosquitoes to breed, so you should ideally empty the water in less than ten days. You should also use a fine screen over the top of the barrel so the mosquitoes can’t reach the water in the first place.

We recommend disconnecting your rain barrels in the winter if temperatures in your area regularly reach freezing or below. Constant freezing and thawing of the water in your rain barrel may weaken the material or cause cracks. Store your barrels upside down in the winter to keep them clean for future use.

A final bit of advice for all rainwater catchment systems is to always monitor the rain barrels for overflow. If, for example, you leave for vacation for a week and haven’t taken precautions to avoid the overflow of water, you may end up with damage to the foundation of your home or other related problems over time.  

· You can always email us at WhitpainGrowingGreener@gmail.com



















